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pensive guests, and funds had to be diverted from the normal
ecclesiastical endowments for their upkeep. Thus the priests
of Babylon were angry, and the people from whom the exiled
gods had been wrenched considered themselves unrepresented
in heaven. So the reign of Nabonid holds a warning to all
antiquaries and archaeologists who may feel inclined to intro-
duce their harmless passions into public life. This King
eventually locked himself up with his studies in a palace at
Teima, and may even have abdicated in favour of his son,
Belshazzar, whose hands, it seems, held the government of
Babylon.

The great power now rising in the world, Persia, was
hailed by Babylonians and Jews alike as their deliverer
from archaeological monaichy. Cyrus the king was only too
ready to act the part, and he marched on Babylon. It will
probably never be known how Babylon fell. The Book of
Daniel, which describes the last night in Babylon and the
writing on the wall, is now generally admitted to have been
written two centuries after to encourage the Maccabees
against the Selucids, and to have had more religious signifi-
cance than historical accuracy. It is not counted among the
prophetical books in the Hebrew scriptures, neither do its
facts agree with those in the genuine literature of the Exile.

What is clear from history is that when Babylon fell, all
the horrible details of its fall, as prophesied by the Second
Isaiah and Jeremiah, were unrealised The capture of
Babylon by Cyrus was as calm as Mussolini's march on
Rome. Thus the " Fall of Babylon," which sometimes
creates in the mind a vision of burning houses, falling ramparts,
and dead bodies, was merely a peaceful change of dynasty.

The prophets had sung of children dashed to pieces before
their parents' eyes, of houses sacked, of men cut down like
animals in a shambles, of fountains dried up in the heat of the
conflagration. Even the most lovely of the exilic psalms,
which begins " By the rivers of Babylon," concludes with the
horrible words:

" Happy shall he be that taketh and dasheth thy little ones
against the stones."

But the sack of Babylon, so eagerly anticipated by the
Jewish prophets, never took place. Instead, the Persian